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at the northern end of the land. No break appeared in these cliffs,
however, which were about a hundred feet high, so no way of
attaining the interior was seen. Three small islands were discovered
off the coast. Alexander I Land was found to be mountainous and
ice-capped, but with very little animal life in its vicinity. There
were only a few seals, five or six Adelie penguins, two skuas and
two Snowy petrels on view. Scientific investigations were carried
out and an attempt was made to reach the west coast of this land.
A new position was attained from which some miles more were
surveyed; and then, on the 23rd, the movements of the pack
necessitated a hasty retreat to Jenny Island. The weather con-
tinued sunny and reminded Charcot of a fine winter's day at Nice.
On January 24th a party went out to explore the channels that
debouch into the north side of Marguerite Bay, with the main
purpose of ascertaining if Adelaide Land were an island. A huge
fragment of whalebone was found on Jenny Island among some
debris 26 feet above water level. One penguin was seen, but these
birds were scarce in this district. A north-westerly gale sprang
up on the 26th, which made the ship's position uncomfortable
and showed the impossibility of wintering here. The sea became
tinged with yellow diatoms or microscopic plants. The exploring
party returned on the 27th, having experienced no storm in thek
land-locked channels. They had been nearly 40 miles north and
found that Adelaide Land was an island, though the complete proof
of this came later. Much scientific work was done during the
next few days. On the 29th there was some danger from an ice-
berg bearing down upon the ship; and on the 30th the return
northwards was begun, with the hope that winter quarters might
be found in Matha Bay.
Charcot left a cairn, enclosing a record, on the raised beach of
Jenny Island and rounded Cape Queen Alexandra about midnight
on January 30th. At i a.m. on the 3ist the pack was entered,
progress being made through a lead. Matha Bay was re-entered
at 6 p.m. and little ice found there, so Charcot sailed right up to
its head and reached the embouchure of a new inlet (Lallemand
Fjord), bounded on the east by Loubert Land. Hanusse Fjord,
the strait that isolates Adelaide Island, was passed on the right as
they entered the bay. The prospect of finding winter quarters in
this locality looked bright, and on February ist the greatest activity
prevailed among the whole personnel of the expedition*
Embarking in a small boat, Charcot found some striated rocks,